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lient Method, take off that Difpofition in the Kid- 
neys, which produces this uncommon: Diftemper. 
The Pains in her Feet, and about her, feem not to 
have any relation to this Diftemper; and I am of 
Opinion, that violent Diuretics or Exercife will rather 
hurt than help her. Thus you have my Thoughts on 
this very extraordinary Cafe ; and I (hall be very glad 
to hear of the Iffue of it, and rejoice if I can be ufe- 
ful to you in this or any thing elfe, leaving to you 
the Determination of what you think reafonable. I 
beg Pardon for this hafty cafting together fome things, 
which, if I had more Time, fhould be put into better 
Order by 

Tour moft obedient, 

and moft humble Servant ; 

Hans Sloane. 



IX. A Letter from Mr. T. Knight to Sir Hans 
Sloane, Bar* Tr. R. S, &c. concerning Hair 
voided by Urine. 



Aving met with an uncommon Cafe, I thought 
it proper to communicate the fame to you, in 



Hon hle SIR, Carnarvon, Feb. 20. 1737 

TT 

order to be informed whether the like ever occurred 
in your long and fuccefsfui Pra&ice, and alfo to beg 
your Sentiments upon the Matter, 
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The hairy Subfhnce, or fine Capillatnenta, inclofed 
in the Pill-box, were difcharged along with the Urine 
of a Gentleman during a fevere Fit of Ardor Urin£ \ 
the Gravel that came away was inconfiderable, fo that 
the Caufe of the Dyfury was chiefly owing to the 
hairy Subftance with the gritty Matter that adheres to 
it, inflaming, by their Irritations, the Ureters and 
Sphintter Vefic<e> and Parts adjacent. For, not with- 
Handing Thlebotowy 7 lenient Clyfters, Emulfions, 
Opiates, and fuch-like Remedies, were ftri&ly ufed, 
all proved ineffectual, till all this extraneous Sub- 
ftance was come away. 

Thefe fine Capillamenta feem to be the Tegument 
of an Animal which had got into the c Prim£ Vi<e y 
and paflfed the Vena Latte£> and, by Circulation, 
paffed alfo the Glandttla Renales. For it is more 
probable, (with Submiffion) that they were extra- 
neous, than that they were generated in the Urinary 
Paffages, in an equivocal Manner. 

Thegreateft Obje&ion, that offers to me, is, that it 
is judged absolutely necefiary, that the Vena Latiea 
fhould be fmaller than the fined Artery in the Body, 
that nothing might enter, which might flop Circu- 
lation of the Blood. Alfo, 

That the Mouths of the LaUkeals, which are open 
into the Cavity of the Inteftines, (from whence they 
receive their Chyle) are fo fmall as not to be feen by 
the beft Microfcope in dead Bodies. 

To obviate thefe Obje&ions, may not the Mouths 
oi the LaBeals be perceptible in living Bodies, when 
difeted, diftended, and turgid with Chyle \ And may 
not thefe Capillatnenta, when relaxed with any Hu- 
midity, become very flexible, pliable, and fufceptible 

of 
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of being contorted, and of afiuming any Figure *$ and, 
when thoroughly relaxed, diffeminatcd and floating 
in a Fluid, enter the Laffieals *> and confequently may 
pafs through the Convolution of fmall Arteries, 
whereof the Glands and fecretory Veflels are formed I 
for a Gland is faid to be nothing elfe but a Convo- 
lution of fmall Arteries, 

N. B. This Gentleman has kept a drift Regimen 
of Diet for many Years, as being fubjeft to frequent 
Fits of the Gout, an Incontinency of Urine, <&c. In 
the Morning early, a Draught of Cows Milk, fiatim 
ab Uberes which oft doth not pafs a Colatorium, 
whereby fome of the downy Hair about the Udder 
might get along with the Milk into the Trim^e Vite, 
ire. I am, with great Refpcft, 

Tour moji obliged* 

and moft obedient* 

humble Servant* 

T. Knight. 



* The C*t>ittamenta> whilft in the Urinal, and till the Urine was 
decanted, appeared only like a grofs turbid Liquor, the Filaments being 
fo diffufed. 
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Remark. 
I doubt of thefe Subftances being real Hairs ; I imagine they are 
rather (lender grumous Concretions, formed only in the Kidneys by 
being fqueezed out of the excretory Dufts into the Peters* C M* 
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